Double labelling with fluorescent antibodies against IgG (FITC-green) and complement C1q (TRITC-red) of a small intestinal biopsy from an 8-year-old child with a history of regressive autism. Where IgG and C1q co-localise, the resultant colour is yellow. The subepithelial basement membrane is seen as an intensely stained yellow line beneath the enterocytes. The honeycomb appearance outside the basement membrane is due to co-localised IgG and C1q on the basolateral epithelial surface. These findings are suggestive of an autoimmune process. For further information on this topic see the article by Torrente et al (pages 375-382).
